
HWDSB Speaks Festival Judging Rubric- TRADITIONAL SPEECH- 

Student Name: ______________________________ 

Communication 

Verbal Delivery 

• Pace 

• Volume 

• Pitch 

• Tone 

1        2         3         4          5         6         7         8         9       10 
 
Speaker uses the appropriate verbal delivery for the genre, purpose, and 
audience. Speaker may vary pace, volume, pitch and tone throughout when 
appropriate.  
 

Notes: 
 
 
 

Use of Stylistic Devices  

• Imagery 

• Metaphor 

• Simile 

• Alliteration 

• Repetition 

• Irony 

• Rhetorical 
Question 

• Speaker’s Choice 

1        2         3         4          5         6         7         8         9       10 
 
Speaker uses stylistic devices that are appropriate and effective when 
accounting for the genre, purpose, and audience of the presentation. 
 

Notes: 

Non-Verbal Delivery 
Impact 

• Hand Gestures 

• Eye Contact 

• Facial Expressions 

• Speaker’s Choice 

1        2         3         4          5         6         7         8         9       10 
 
Speaker uses non-verbal cues to convey meaning appropriately for the genre, 

purpose and audience of the presentation. 

 

Notes: 
 
 
 

Knowledge 

• Clarity of Purpose 

• Ideas 

• Topic Content 

1        2         3         4          5         6         7         8         9       10 
The purpose of the presentation is clear and consistent. 
The ideas offered in the presentation are clear, logical, and thoughtful. 
The content demonstrates that the speaker has carefully considered and 
understands the topic. 
 

Notes: 
 
 
 



Thinking 

• Supporting Ideas 

• Organization 

• Point of View 

1        2         3         4          5         6         7         8         9       10 
 
Speaker critically and creatively selects ideas and information to support the 
topic. 
 
The speaker has ordered the ideas in a logical, creative, and insightful way that 
makes connections between sequences of ideas. 
 
The speaker’s point of view is clear and persuasive.  
 
 

Notes: 
 
 
 

Application 

• Making 
Connections 
 

1        2         3         4          5         6         7         8         9       10 
Makes effective connections between the presentation content and themselves, 
others, and/or the world around them. 
 

Notes:  
 
 

TOTAL /60 
 

Notes: 
 
 
 

 

 


