
Night(nare
at Sea

aptain Edward Smith stared out
in to  the co ld ,  s t i l l  n ight .  He had been
g iven  the .honor  o f  tak ing  the  T i tan ic  on
her  very  f  i rs t  t r ip .  Af ter  th is  t r ip ,  Smi th
planned to ret i re.

Smi th  to ld  the lookout ,  Freder ick  F leet ,
about the reports of ice he had received"
Then he went  ins ide the sh ip  to  d inner .
'  

F leet  searched the darkness.  His  job
was to watch for icebergs. Fleet watched
carefu l ly ,  but  he wasn ' t  rea l ly  worr ied.  The
Titanic was the biggest,  strongest,  safest
sh ip  eve r  bu i l t .

Al l  at  once, Fleet saw a black shadow
r ight  in  f ront  o f  the sh ip .  l t  was an
iceberg!  Quick ly  he rang the warn ing be l l .
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Bad News
For the next 37 seconds, Fleet stood frozen as

a mountain of ice came closer.  The crew tr ied to
steer  the sh ip  out  o f  the way.But  i t  was no use.  At
i i :40 p.M. on Apri i  14, 1912, the iceberg tore a hole in
the side of the Ti tanic.  s lowly, the huge unsinkabte
ship started to sink.

Word of the accident spread quickly through the
ship. The passengers were confused but not upset.
They thought  th is  was a new.adventure.  A few crew
members knew better.  The ship's carpenter had been
near the bottom of the ship when the BO-foot iceberg
hi t .  He rushed upsta i rs .

"She's taking water fast!"  he cal led to Captain
Edward Smi th .

A  ma i l  c le rk  a l so  came runn ing .  He  announced
that  water  was f i l l ing the mai l  room.

Capta in  Smi th  went  to  check the s ix teen
watert ight compartments at the bottom of the ship.
These rooms were supposed to keep the ship from
sink ing.  The T i tan ic  should  f roat  even i f  three or  four
of  them f i l led wi th  water .

Capta in  Smi th  found that  f  ive  o f  the rooms had
been torn open by the iceberg.  They were now
hopeless ly  f  looded.  Water  was f  i l l ing the other
rooms as wel l .  There was no doubt about i t .  The
Ti tan ic  was go ing down.

Women and Children First
on the deck, crew members hurr ied to get out the

l i feboats. No one knew exaci ly wirat to do. They had
never had a pract ice dr i l l .  l t  had not seemed
necessary. Final ly,  they got the f i rst  boat ready.
Captain Smith cal led out the order.

"Women and ch i ld ren f  i rs t  ! "
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But  most  women and ch i ldren re fused to  go.  They
fe l t  safer  s tay ing on the b ig  warm sh ip .  They d idn ' t
want  to  go out  in to  the co ld  darkness.  They d idn ' t
t rus t  the smal l  boats .  Many s t i l l  d id  not  be l ieve the
sh ip  was  in  danger .

"Hur ry !  Hur ry !  There ' s  no  t ime  to  l ose ! "  a  c rew
member  shou ted .

Bu t  few Deoo le  l i s tened  to  h im.  An  hour  l a tp r  nn lvr - - r , -  ,  r t r  t t v s t  t q l v t ,  v t t t )

20 people were in the f  i rst  l i feboat.  There was room
for  45 more people,  but  the crew could  wai t  no
longer.  At 12:45 R.r,r . ,  they lowered the half-empty
l i feboat  in to  the water .

Cor,vards and Fleroes
Fina l ly ,  people  understood that  the T i tan ic  was

s ink ing.  Suddenly ,  everyone wanted to  get  in to  a
l i feboat .  But  there were not  enough to  go around.
There were 2,207 people on the T i tan ic .  But  there
were on ly  enough l i feboats  for  1 ,178 people.
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The shortage of l i feboats brought out the worst in
some people. One man snuck into a l i feboat dressed
as a woman. Others pushed ahead of mothers and
smal l  ch i ldren.  Some men had to  be dragged k ick ing
and screaming out of the boats.

But whi le some people became cowards, others
became heroes.

Dr.  W.T. Minahan helped his wife into a boat,  then
stepped back to make room for someone else. "Be

brave," he cal led to his wife.  "No matter what
happens, be brave."

Someone else tr ied to help an older man named
ls idor  St raus in to  a  l i feboat .  But  St raus shook h is
head.

" l  w i l l  not  go before the other  men,"  he sa id .

Mrs. Straus, l ike many other women, refused to
leave her husband. "We have been l iv ing together for
many years," she said. "Where you go, I  go." Then
the two of  them sat  down in  deck chai rs  to  wai t  for
the end together .

A Sad End
On the deck,  the sh ip 's  band p layed.  None of

these men had tr ied to leave. They fel t  i t  was their
duty  to  s tay wi th  the sh ip .  They d id  the i r  best  to
comfort  the passengers. They played loud, cheerful
m us ic .

By 2:00 R.r,r . ,  al l  of  the l i feboats were in the water.
There wasn ' t  much hope le f t  for  those s t i l l  on the
ship .  Some jumped in to  the water .  They t r ied to
swim out to the l i feboats. A few made i t"  But most
quickly died in the freezing water.

One swimmer looked back and saw Capta in  Smi th
standing on the sh ip .  The water  was up to  h is  wais t .
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Captain Edward

The bow of the ship was underwater.  The stern was
up  in  the  a i r .

At  2 :18 n. r r , r .  w i th  the band s t i l l  p lay ing,  the s tern o f
the T i tan ic  s l id  in to  the water .  The great  sh ip  sank
to the bottom of the ocean, taking more than 1,500
people wi th  i t .

A Call for Help
The T i tan ic 's  rad io  operator  had ca l led for  he lp  on

the sh ip 's  rad io .  Severa l  sh ips heard the cr ies  for
he lp  and  sa i l ed  to  he r  as  fas t  as  they  cou ld .

The Carpath ia  was the f i rs t  sh ip  to  ar r ive.  l ts  crew
began p ick ing up the people in  the l i feboats  a t
4 :10 n.u .  Of  the 2,207 people who had sa i led on the
Ti tan ic ,  on ly  711 were s t i l l  a l ive.

The T i tan ic  became a legend.  For  73 years ,  people
searched for  the remains of  the great  sh ip .  F ina l ly ,
on September  1 ,  1985,  a  team of  French and
American explorers found her.  The rusty wreck lay
two mi les under  the At lant ic  Ocean.  She was no
longer  the beaut i fu l  and gracefu l  sh ip  she had
once been.
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Do You Remember?

I  Read each sentence below. Wri te T i f  the sentence is true. Wri te F
i f  the sentence is false.

1.  The J i tan ic  h i t  an iceberg.

2. Captain Smith ordered his crew to get into l i feboats.

3. There were not enough l i feboats for everyone.

4. Frederick Fleet was the ship's carpenter.

5. Every l i feboat was packed ful l  of  passengers.

6. Mr. ls idor Straus snuck onto a l i feboat dressed as a woman.

7.  The band p layed songs as the T i tan ic  sank.

B. None of the passengers were saved.

.  Cr i t lcal  Thinking -  Main ldeas

I  Under l ine the two most  impor tant  ideas f rom the s tory .

1 .  The T i tan ic  sank af ter  i t  h i t  an iceberg.

2.  Capta in  Smi th  was p lanning to  re t i re .

3 .  The mai l  room was f i l led wi th  water .

4. The Carpathia was the f i rst  ship to arr ive.

5. Many people died because there were not enough l i feboats.
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Exploring Words
I  Wri te the correct word in each sentence.

retire
compartmenf s

lookout
l : t ^ I -  - ^ l ^
u t e u u a t S

icebergs unsinkable
- l - ^ J -  - ^  L  -st torrage oow

1 .

2.

3.

4.

-

o .

Big b locks of  ice f loat ing in

When there isn ' t  enouqh of

l f  someth ing  i s

A

the ocean are ca l led

someth ing ,  the re  i s  a

,  water  cannot  get  in  or  out  o f  i t .

watches for  danoer .

The f ront  par t  o f  a  sh ip  js  ca l led the

have to  leave the main sh ip .

l f  someth ing  canno t  s ink ,  i t  i s  ca l l ed

are smal l ,  separate rooms.

The back part  of

Capta in  Edwards

a  s h i p  i s  c a l l e d  t h e

was a lmost  readv to

are smal l  boats  which people use i f  they

7.

8.

9.
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