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The Commonweolth is o worldwide ossociotion of notions ond their

dependencies, whose members shore o common commitment to
promoting humon rights, democrocy ond economic development, All
members occept the Brit ish monorch os the symbolic heod of the
Commonweolth. lt is sometimes colled the British Commonweolth of
Notions or the Commonweolth of Notions. All the members, except
Mozombique, were of one time or onother o colony of the Brit ish
Empire, but now they ore oll independent countries, There ore fifty-two
countries which form this orgonizotion :

Antiguo ond Borbudo, Austrolio, Bohomos, Bonglodesh, Borbodos,
Belize, Botswono, Brunel, Comeroon, Conodo, Cyprus, Dominico, Fij i ,
The Gombio, Ghono, Grenodo, Guyono, Indio, Jomoico, Kenyo,
Kiriboti, Lesotho, Molowi, Moloysio, Moldives, Molto, Mourit ius,
Mozombique, Nomibio, New Zeolond, Nigerio,  Pokiston, Popuo, New
Guineo, Soint Kitts ond Nevis, Soint Lucio, Soint Vincent ond the
Grenodines, Somoo, Seychelles, Sierro Leone, Singopore, Solomon
lslonds, South Africo, Sri Lonko, Swozilond, Tonzonio, Tongo, Trinidod ond
Tobogo, Ugondo, United Kingdom, Vonuotu, Zombio, Zimbobwe.

The Commonweolth wos estoblished December 3l , 
. |93 

I , to foster
multinotionol cooperotion ond ossistonce os o voluntory ossociotion
thot evolved from the British Empire ond hos odopted its own flog, In
oddition to helping eoch other out, the orgonizotion seeks to foster
good wil l  ond fr iendship omong its members by holding
Commonweolth Gomes which ore similor to the Olympics but ore
limited to porticipotion by the member countries,

Mony of ihe members of the Commonweolth hove o porliornentory
system of government ond shore mony customs ond troditions os o
result of their ossociotion with Britoin. English is the officiol longuoge of
mony of i ts members. The second Mondoy in Morch is celebroted os
Commonweolth Doy ond Queen Elizobeth presents on onnuol
messoge to oll  the member countries.
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In l93l , the Stotute of Westminster officiolly procloimed the
Commonweolth o free ossociotion of self-governing dominions united
by o common ollegionce to the Crown. As such, the members were
ollowed to join internotionol orgonizotions os independent notions.

In 1949, the prime ministers of the Commonweolth countries issued
the London Declorotion. This declorotion chonged the membership in
the Commonweolth from one ihot wos bosed on ollegionce to the
British Crown to one in which its members ogreed to recognize the British
king or queen os o symbol of the orgonizotion ond the heod of the
Commonweolth.

The Comrnonweolth is odministered by o Secretoriot . This reolly is
o ploce for shoring informotion obout trode, lt is heoded by o
secretory-generolwho is elected from the diplomots ond government
ministers of the members. He/She is responsible for corrying out
progroms which the countries ogree to develop ond promote, The less-
developed countries hove benefited from this becouse ihe toriffs on
food exports hove been reduced. They ore olso oble to trovelto other
member countries to work ond study. In return for this, these countries
ogreed to reduce toriffs on imports to Britoin. However, os world trode
grew. mony notions odded products to their economies ond begon
troding with other countries outside the Commonweolth. In 

.|973, Britoin
joined the Eurooeon Union ond odopted its toriffs, which chonged the
estoblished troding potterns omong the Commonweolth notions.

The Commonweolth Fund for Technicol Cooperotion ploys on
importont role in helping developing countries. The Colombo Plon (of
which Conodo is o port) provides funds for the economic development
of Southern Asio ond ports of the Pocific. The lorger notions olso help
the smoller notions become port of the worldwide economy through
trode orrongements ond orgonized privote investment funds.

The prime ministers or presidents of these countries meet every two
yeors to discuss common problems. As well, ministers responsible for
heolth, educotion, f inonce, science, low, women's issues, youth offoirs,
ond vorious fields meet frequently to consult ond oct on importont
issues.

O S & S Leorning Moteriols 30 SSJ 1-4I



Name:

Commonwealth Of Nations

l. Why was the Commonwealth of Nations established?

2. What benefits have the countries receive from being part of
such an org antzatton?

3. What changes have been made in the commonwealth?

4. Explain the following terms:
a. Starute of Westminster

b. The London Declaration

c. Colombo Plan

5. What is the role of the Secretanat?


