
The l)iversity ol Living Things
Classif  icat ion

Informol ion Cord #3
THE SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATION OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS

KINGDOM
Todoy, scientlsts clossify plonts ond onimols by beginning with ihe lorgest grouping ond then

working downword fo smoller groups. The lorgesl group is colled o kingdom. Every living thing fils into
one of five kingdoms. The five kingdoms ore prolists, monerons, fungi, plonts, ond onimols.

PHYLU M
The five kingdoms ore divided into lorge groups colled phylo. Animols hove been divided

inlo twenty-live phylo. The onimols in one phylum moy live in differenf ports of lhe world ond be ol
differenf sizes, shopes ond colours. The woy fhey live ond rrlove moy be different bul lhey ore
similor in bosic structure. For exomple, fhe elephont, fhe fish ond lhe polor beor moy be in the
some phylum Chordolo becouse they ollhove o bockbone.

CLASS
A phylum is broken down inlo the next smoller divisions colled closses. Closs members

hove more chorocieristics in common lhon the members of o phylum. For exomplq lhe
phylum Chordoto, onimols wifh bockbones, is broken down inlo closses of repliles, birds, fish,
mommols ond omphibions. Allfhe onimols in o clos shore the some choroclerislics bul ore
seporoled by fhe others by the woy lhey live. For exomple, birds ond omphibions ore bofh
members of fhe closs Chordoto bul omphibions spend most of lheir lime in woier while mosf
birds don'i.

ORDER
The nexl lower clossificolion ofter closs is order. An order consists ol groups

fhol ore more olike lhon those in o closs. In fhe closs Mommolio, for inslonce. ollthe
onimols produce milk for their young. Dogs ond cofs ore mommols, but fhey olso eof
meot ond so they ore grouped logefher in lhe order Cornivoro.

FAMILY
A fomily is mode up of groups lhof ore even more otike fhon those in

lhe order. For exomple, wolves ond tigers ore both of the order Cornivoro,
but wolves ore in lhe fomlV Conldoe. All members of the Conidoe fomily
hove long snouls ond bushy ioils.

GENUS
Genus is mode up of groups fhof ore very similor, buf the

groups connot breed logether. Coyoles ond wolves ore bofh of the
genus Conis bul do nol usuolly breed with one qnolher.

SPECIES
Species is fhe smollesl group. Members of species hove

mony common choroclerislics, but they ditfer from ollolher
forms of life in one or more woys. A species is not on individuol
onimol, it is o populotion of qnimols. They con breed with one
onolher ond the young grow up lo look like the porents.
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The scientif ic clossificotion of Plonls ond Animols

Reod informolion cord #3 0nd then fiil in the bronks beside eoch group of orgonisms'

could eoch group most occurolely be described os members of lhe some kingdom'

phylum, clOSS, Order, fomily, genus, or speCieS' Refer lo lhe informolion cord for

clues. Give reosons for eoch choice. Reod ond think corefully!

l  insects,

Reoson:

birds,  mommols

2.  wol f  ,  cot ,  l ion

Reoson:

3.  c loyf ish,

Reoson:

cenf ipede,  insec l

4 .  sponie l ,  Poodle,  co l l ie

Reoson:

5. grey wolf  ,  t imber wolf  ,  coYole

Reoson:
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