
Slow Wormsgo Their ?art
Soldiers in the Fiist "'

World War spent,a lot
of time in trenches
and tunnels. They
could not use lanterns
at night because the
enemy would see
them. So, soldiers used
gloir; worms tO read
imporlanr inessages c!-
rnaps in the dark. The

worrns grve
cff a
lllue-
green
iight.

Ratst
F.ats still serve soldiers
today! Gambian giant
pouched rats locate
iandnrines in African
fieicls. The rats can smeil
the mrnes, and aren't big
enoucjlr lo nrake thenr
e;'.1-:ioile. lhe rats gel a
banana ar a
;loanr-ii lvirti:
inev i'ieii-,
incl a rlir-ee.

Fanny and Alex, two
German Shepherd dogs,
spent six months traininE
to recognize the smell
of the explosives in
landmines. Terrible injuries
and death  can resu l t  when
someone steps on one of
these buried explcsir.res.
Fanny and A lex  and o ther
"de-mining dogs' '  snrff  or- i t
some o f  the  mi l l i cns  o f
landi 'nines burieci arouncl
the worid. : , : : ,-
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Remembrance Club Menrbersemembrance Club Menrbers Share
Stories of Anirnals in TYar

- '. fefi to Right'Sgueokea BonfireJr., Simon:e,Gondy,Ellie ondWin

lmagine being a pigeon the brave efforts of the
awaroed a medal for animals who serveci and
Lr 'o ,  " r ;  i , r  r , ; , - l  T i r i s  i s  j i , i t  he lped t l iesc  pecp le .

In this newspaper you
wil l  read the incredible
stories about the relat ives
of the members of the
Rernembrance C lub .  The i r
reiat ives saved i ives, pLi l ler i
suppljes cver nlolt l iarns
and th rough s t reams.
car r ied  the  mai l ,  de l i vered
nressages, sr ir f fecl for
l :onbs and remained ioyal
fr iends to the men and
women in  Canada 's  mr l i ta ry .
These brave animals helped
Canadian soldiers and
people in countr ies aroLlnd

lirnnelsrd
Friends
FL 'r inn rha eannnrl
v u i l , , 1 ,  L l

World War, soldiers sent
doves and rats into the
tunnels behind enemy
iines to detect bad
air and poison gas.

hrlgade
Not al l  animals in war
were helpful. During the
day, mockingbirds, toads
and moths bothered
soldiers with their cooing,
croaking and scurrying.
At night, when soldiers
needed their rest or were
on guard, night pests

scared them.

one of the interesting
stories you' l l  f ind in
this special newspaper
produced for you by
Veterans Aff ai i"s Canada.

Tire rr"ren..bers i f  the
Remenrbrance i- ' inb
(Gand) i ,  Sr tuea l<er .  Win .
Sinrone. Ei l ie a;rd Bcnfire
jr.)  have ancestoi-s wtto
\,vere Lireity amazinc;
an i rna i  heroes .  ihey
worked io  he lp  humans in
t imes cf urar and peace
support mrssrons.

Every Remembrance Day
(November i  ' l  ) ,  i t  is
important to remember
the men and women who
served and died in war and
peace support efforts. l t
is also nice to remember

the world.
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The Dickin Medal, which was created in
1943 by Maria Dickin, is awarded to
ariirnals for their brave acts. Onlv 60
ariimals have received the Dickin
Medal: 32 pigeons, 24 dogs, three
horses, and one cat-Simonl

The words on the medal say:"For Gallantry" and "We also
Serve."
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00il't BUY tr
Warscost a lot of
money, During the
SecondWoald War,
this poster reminds
people to be careful
about how much they'
are spending. Money
is needed tor soldiers'
food; clothing, and
weapoRs.



staged

onboard zuoith

the tnen. IIe wg,s

injuredtoo, but

he contintued to

do his job.

Cats have been valued on
ships for their rat-catching
abil i t ies and their furry
fr iendl iness. During wart ime,
when a seaman was far
from hugs at home, a cat
could bring a lot of comfort.
Some cats became war
heroes. Maybe you've never
thought of a cat as a hero?
Think againl Simon became
the most celebrated and
honoured cat of our t ime.

He was born  in  1947 in
Hong Kong on a busy
dockyarcl for ships.
Abandoned.  he  was adopted
by  a  seaman who brought
h im back  to  h is  Br i t i sh  sh ip ,
HMS /nreihqsf, to ki i l  some
of the rats onboard. Simon
did his job well-he also
became a  cudd ly  f r iend  o f
the  men.

The Amethgst was sent to
protect the Brit ish people
on the Yangtze River in
China, but one day in Apri l ,
the ship was attacked.
During the batt le, some of
the seamen were ki l led and
the ship sai led into shore.

Men tr ied to escape from
the ship, but many were

ki l led as soon as they left
the Amethyst. About 50
men remained onboard-
some of them were hurt.
The ship was heavi ly
guarded by the enemy for
three months.

Simon stayed onboard with
the men. He was injured
too, but he continued to
do his job. He caught at
least one rat a day, often
more, which helped boost
the crew's spir i ts because
he was helping to save their
food supply. Simon also
found another job. Several
of the seamen lay unwell
in the sick bay, shocked
and wounded from their
e v  n e r i o n n e c  t  t n r l a r  h r a

The doctor onboard thought
S imon cou ld  he lp ,  and he
encouraqed ihe  ca t  to  s i t
on  the i r  bunks ,  where  he
u,ould knead his parvs and
pur r ,  and iend to  h is  own
uiouncjs. His own injuries
h p i n e , - i  t h e  < e i l n r s  r c l a t o

to him and they started to
welcome his visi ts, which
he lped them get  over  the i r
own injuries.

A f te r  10 ' l  days ,  the  seamen
were frnal ly able to escape
and sailed the Amethyst
back to Hong Kong. News
about Simon and the crew
was grabbed by newspaper
and radio reporters and
shared with the world.

Simon became famous.
Letters and gifts from
around the world were sent
to him, and there were even
poems writ ten about himl

Simon was soon awarded
the Dickin Medal-the only
cat to ever receive this
honour. A special cat col lar,
woven with the Medal 's
r ibbon colours, was made
for Simon to wear.

He was due to be presented
with the Dickin Medal in
December  1  949;  bu t  the
cat-hero died the month
before. The Amefhysf crew
was very sad and upset.
They buried Simon, with
ful l  Naval honours, in a pet
cemetery near Londcn,
Eng land.  When S imon 's
death was announceil .  his
photograph and a story
about  h is  c ieeds  appeared
in 71rne. a magazine read by
mil lrons of people around
ihe world.
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Ships carr ied men and
supplies to the wars in
Europe, and among those
supolies were horses-
thousands of horses. Once
nard-working in the farm
frelds of Canada, they
soor Shared the terror and
iear of war that the men
rr,rho would r ide them into
iratt le feit .

lvy ancestor was a
wonderful horse named
Bonf  i re .  He was g iven as
a gif t  to Dr. John McCrae.

There were no Jeeps to
carry doctors and nurses
to the wounded in the First
World War. There were no
helicopters to drop a doctor
into a war zone. Bonf ire
would get the doctor where
he had to  be .

During the First World War
mi l l ions  o f  horses  car r ied
men into batt le, del ivered
messages, and pul led
equ ipment  th rough ie lds ,
thick with sloppy mud and
snow. Horses were hungry
and t ired, just l ike the
soldiers they served, but
they kept working.

he lust
wanteditime,to himself. : '

Away they would ride into
the frelds, or on a cold
night, into the snow.

John McCrae wrote manY
letters to his family in
Canada during the war. He
of ten  ment ioned Bonneau,
the abandoned dog he
adopted overseas, and
Bonf  i re .  Here 's  a  p iece  o f
cne le t te r :

" l  have a very deep
affect ion for Bonfire, for
we ha i ,e  been ih rough so
much togetner ,  ano some
of  r t  bad enough.  A l l  the
hard  spots  to  whrch  one 's
memory turns the old fei low
lras shared thotigh he says
so l i t t le  about  r t . "

's 'l

childien- Sometimes he
pretended the letter was
written by Bonfire and drew
a horseshoe at the bottom
of the letter-Bonf ire's
"signature." The letter
below is to his young
nephew, Jack Ki lgour.

I  am proud to say that
Bonf ire was my ancestor.
When Dr. John McCrae
b e c a m e  i l l  a n d  d i e d  i n  1 9 1 8
(the same year the war
ended), Bonfire proudly
took part in his owner's
funeral procession and
spent his f inal years in
retrrement.

twi "
harJi nnmeid noifire. rli :u,ors giuen

s.s q. gift to Dr. John Mccrae.
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Galnder u)as a ma"scot, bui

he was also seen as afello;u
soldier withjobs to perform.

count|ies from.around
the wortd. Canada is. 

'. :

one of the nations tha_t
provides them With '

peacekeeping advice and
expert peacekeePers.
This year, they are
celebrating the 50 years
of peacekeeping.

I know we're not supposed
to boast, but I 'm so
proud of my ancestor,
Sergeant Gander. I 've got
to share his story. He was
a Newfoundland dog, l ike
me,  and was ra ised by
the  f tayden fami ly  on  the
a i rpcr t  base in  Gander ,
Newf cut ' ,ci la nd.

i l r  , \uS a  
' ' : , tn r i i - .  .o3  u lh ' l

roved pl.ryrng wrtn ci lr idren.
He pu i ied  ihem on the i r
sleds and they watched
him dr-ool-Newf oundland
ciogs drool a lot l-He
enjoyed l iving on the base
but spent too much t ime
on the runways, trying to
catch the planes as they
came in  to  land.

One ciay, because he was

Erowrng to be so large,
the Hayden family decided
to give the playful dog to
the Royal Rif les of Canada
Regiment stat ioned at the
Gander airport.  (Did you
know that Newfoundland
dogs can grow to weigh 55
ki lograms? That's one BIG
dog!) He quickly became a
good fr iend and mascot.

in 1 941 , the Royal Rif les of
Canada Regiment was sent
to Hong Kong to defend
the land from an enemy
invasion. The men couldn't
bear to leave Gander
behind, so they gave him
the rank of "Sergeant" and
he boarded the troopship
with his fel low soldiers!

Fred  Ke l ly  was  the  so ld ie r
responsible for feeding
Gander  and g iv ing  h im
cool showers to keep him
comfor tab le  in  the  heat
(Newfound land dogs  have
very heavy fur).  Taking
care of Gander ivas a
p leasant  du ty  fo r  Ke l l y
and h is  reg iment .  Dur ing
war i rme tne  compan ionshtPr
of a oog reminoed rrranY of
rne  mel  J+  pe ts  and fan : , lY
a t  home.

Gander was a mascot,
bu t  he  was a lso  seen as
a fel low scldier with a job
to perform. He would bark
and nip at the legs of the
enemy, scaring them away.
One night in Decernber
1  941,  Gander  showed h is
true courage.

He was a smart dog-he
knew what  a  g renade was
and how it  could hurt
people. That night, Gander

=::-il:l':,;:

saw a grenade tossed
near a group of wounded
Canadian soldiers. He ran
to i t ,  took i t ,  and rushed
away with i t .  The grenade
exploded and Gander was
k i l led .  But  he  had saved the
l ives of the seven soldiersl
Those men never forgot
Sergeant Gander.

In  2000.  Gander 'was
awarded the Dickin lvieoar
for his bravery during a
gathering of Veterans in
Ottawa. There stood Fred
Kelly with a Newfoundland
dog named Rimshot, who
represented Gander, the
brave mascot-soldier.
Gander 's  meda l  was  the
first awarded to a Canadian
animal and is now displayeci
a t  the  Canad ian  War
Museum in Ottawa,

The UN was set up in
1945. The aims are:

. to keep world peace;

o for countrres to
be good global
neighbours;

r to end poverty,
disease and i l l i teracy
in the world;

.  to stop harm io
tne envrronment;

I  to respect human and
chjldren's r ights; and

. to keep the world
free from vrar.
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My relat ive Beachcomber
served with the Canadian
Army as a caJrier pigeon
delivering riressages during
the Second World War.
This was an inffortant job
because the soldiers in the
field, sai lors on ships and
pilots in airplanes needed
the abi l i ty to communtcate
and send messages about
their progress, to request
supplies or cal l  for help.

soldiers wrote messages
on very small  pieces of
paper. The message was
then put inside a small
container and attached to
one of Beachcombrer's legs,
shown below.

The conta iner  wasn ' t
heavy, but i t  must have
fe l t  funny  on  h is  leg .  Can
you imag ine ,  f l y ing  w i th
something attached to
your ankle?

Often, two pigeons
were sent off  carrying

tne same message
so i f  one of them
didn ' t  make i t ,  the
message would
sti l l  reach i ts
destination. When
the pigeons were
released, they
tr ied to f ly to their
coop. When they
landed,  a  be l l
or buzzer went

off and the
soldiers knew

that a

had arr ived and instruct ions
based on the message were
given out.

I  imagine the pigeons must
have been scared. They
flew for many ki lometres
in  a l l  k inds  o f  weather .  The
sky  was somet imes f i l l ed
with gun f ire. Some of the
pigeons didn't  complete
the i r  journeys  and o thers
were wounded. l t  was
dangerous but these birds
were loyal and faithful to
their owners. They were
amaztng l

We should know that the
men and women who
served their countr ies were
he lped by  an imals  and
birds, l ike Beachcomber.

Beachcomber brought the
first news of the landing at
Dieppe, under hazardous
cond i t ions  in  August  1942,
while serving with the
Canadian Army. For this,
ne was awarded the Dickin
Medal on March 6,1944.

:Around the world,
grateful people have built
permanent memorials to

.hgnoUr the millions of
animals that lost their
lives in war. ln Ottawa,
Canada's capital,  the stone
wall at the entrance to the
Memorial Chamber in the
Parl iament Bui ldings has
carved animals and the
words "The Humble Beasts
that Served and Died."

ln Li l le, France, a graceful
statue of a woman with
a carved pigeon sitting
on her outstretched hand
is a memorial for the
messenger pigeons who
saved so many soldiers
and citizens during
the wars. In 2004, the
Animals in W.ar Memorial
was unveiled' in London,
England's Hyde Park.
Horses, mules, dogs,
elephants, camels,
pigeons and even glow
worms are remembered
there.

message
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the mountains, The journey
was long and hard, but
on the other side of the
mountains, Jim and the
elephants were safe.

After the Second World
War, Jim Wil l iams wrote
books about the elephants.
He wanted more people to
know about how incredrbl,
s t rong and smar t  an ima ls
can be  and what  the i r
contr ibutions were to the
peop le  o f  Burma and the
so ld ie rs  o f  Br i ta in .

I  know I ' l l  always remember
what the elephants did,
because I ike al l  elephants, I
never forget!

llark the year of
your Birthday!

A Cenlury
lo0 YeaE
(reoo - 2ooo)

?eaee
$upporl
Missions

Korean War
r 950  -  t 953

Second
World War
t 9 3 9  -  t 9 4 5

First
Itorld lflar
t 9 t 4  -  l 9 t 8
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Elephants have helped
armies since ancient
t imes. This is because
we are strong and big.
My relat ive Bandoola
could pul l  trees out of
the ground, move heavy
logs to bui ld bridges, and
carry people and supplies
across nvers, mountarns
and rough roads. During
the  Seccnd \ lo r ld  War ,  he
assrsted j im wil l iams who
vvas the offrcer in charge
of the Brit jsh Army's No. 1
Elephant Company in Burma
(the country now cal led
Myanmar). In the heat of
the jungles, Jim worked
with up to 700 elephants,
each one helping the army.
Sometimes the elephants
pul led up trees that were
sent to England where wood
was needed. They also
tugged heavy army trucks
out of deep mud during the
rainy season.

Elephants l ike Bandoola
were tmportant during both
peace and war t imes for

'  
, : "  
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their size and strength but
also because elephants
(such as myselfl) are .
smart-we can remember
our training. Because we
are so intel l igent, we are
Ioyal to our handlers.
That is why Bandoola did
his job, even when the
weather was bad, and
even wnen tney were
under  a t tack  in  Burma.

ln  1944,  J im Wi l l iams
heard that the enemy was
coming to take his last
47  e lephants  and they
had to escape quickly.
Bandoola courageously
led the others along
dangerous paths through

1950

t
i 1940
t
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In  I914,  jus t  a f te r  the  F i rs t  Wor ld
War began, Harry Colebourn of
Winnipeg began his train tr ip
to the army camp in Valcart ier,

Quebec. Canadian Forces Base
(CFB) Valcart ier is located 25 km
west of Quebec city. cFB Valcart ier
was erec ted  as  a  mi l i ta ry  camp in
August of 1 9'1 4 to train soldiers
at the beginning of the First World
War. Because of i ts location close to
the port of Quebec, i t  became the
largest mil i tary camp on Canadian
so i l ,  hav ing  some 32,000 men and
8,000 horses.

It  was a long r ide to CFB Valcart ier,
so the train made a stop in White
River, Ontario. That 's where Harry
met my relat ive, a cute black bear
cub whose mother had been ki l led by
a  t rapper .

Harry bouglht ihe cub for $20 and
named her  "Winnre , "  a f te r *you
guessed i t-Winnipeg, lvlarr i toba.
hrs  hometcwn.  Winnre  became the
rnascot ol darry Colebourn's infantry
brigacie and sai led across the
At lan t ic  Ocean to  Eng land w i th  her
new fr iends.

Soon after he arr ived in England,
Harry Colebourn was sent to the
war in France. l t  wouldn't  be safe
for the bear cub or the soldiers to
have Winnie with the army. so Harry
donated Winnie to the London Zoo.
She would be cared for and the
chi ldren of London would be able to
enjoy seeing Winnie.

During the war, Harry Colebourn
worked with the Canadian Army
Veterinary Corps-more animals for
Harry! And lots of chi ldren visi ted the
London Zoo to see Winnie. One of
those chi ldren was Christopher Robin
Milne, whose father was a writer.
After their visi t ,  Christopher Robin
named his toy teddy bear "Winnie the
Pooh." His father wrote a book about
h is  son and h is  bear .

Winnle the gir l-bear became Winnie
the boy-bear in the story. Now,
mil l ions cf chi ldren around the world
know the  name Winn ie .  I  l i ve  in
Winnipeg where the story beqan and
where you can see alnrost- l i fe-size
statues of $arry Colebourn and Winnie
ln Assiniboine Park Zoo.

of o'II-WinniC

the Bear. She

inspiredthe

chsra.eter that

ue o'll knaw

as o'Wittttie the

Pooh!"

Winnie featured in her
own signed publicity
shot, dated February
16 ,1916 .  P rov i nc i a l
Archives of Manitoba,
Colebourn D. Harry 1 5
Collection, No. N10473


