[bookmark: _GoBack]November Newsletter 2016


	[image: ]From Mrs. Cammisoli’s Desk: 
October has been a very busy month and I can’t believe how quickly it went by. To check out some of the things we have been working on to our new classroom blog that is up and running. If you press “follow” at the bottom right hand corner, you will receive messages when I update the blog. Go to mrscammisoli.commons.hwdsb.on.ca
Also please help support your child in the following ways:
READING HOMEWORK: Students need to read at least 15 to 20 minutes nightly. There should be 5 or more entries in their reading log on Mondays. To help your child develop their readings skills and strategies accurately, please read with your child and snuggle up. 
PRODIGY HOMEWORK: Please remember that each Monday I create new assignments for the Prodigy game that reflect the learning of the week. I print out a report with student responses and use that information to review concepts students are having trouble with. Please remember to make time a few times a week to do their math homework.
Toys: Students love to bring their toys to school to share and play with their friends. Please be aware that toys and cards are not allowed in our classroom and must be kept in your child’s backpack during instructional time. We suggest that you keep toys or cards at home because we can not be responsible for lost, stolen, or broken items. Thank you.	

	[image: ] Things You Need to Know:
November 2 - Progress Reports go home
November 3 - Parent/Teacher interviews (pm)
November 4 – Parent/Teacher interviews (am)
November 11 – Remembrance Day service in gym
November 16 – Picture retake day
November 30 – Music Around the World Workshop 

	[image: ]Inquiry Learning this Month: 
Our Family, Celebrations and Traditions unit has come to an end. The students showed great interest in different celebrations that their friends in the classroom participate in. So through the use of ipads, videos and books we collected information about Eid, Divali and Chinese New Year. We collected information and organized it in different ways (e.g., different types of charts). We want to thank Mr. Aldijel (Roza’s dad), Mrs. Tanabi (Reina’s mom and sister) and Mr. Dean (Mikayla’s dad (2B)) for their amazing presentations about how their families celebrate their holidays and their own traditions. We had an opportunity to see, smell and touch different objects. They also brought things for us to taste at home. Students enjoyed creating their own passports for celebrations around the world. We had the opportunity to compare different celebrations with our friends. We also discussed our role as good citizens in helping others in our community during celebrations and accepting other’s celebrations and traditions in our community. It is amazing how the students have grown and the enthusiasm they showed during our learning. We looking forward to moving on to our new science unit! 

	 [image: ] Language Expectations:
In Reading, we continue to work on the following:
· Read a variety of text (fiction and non fiction)
· Identify reading comprehension strategies and use them while reading (e.g., rereading, breaking up bigger words, sounding out short words, find word patterns etc.)
· Recognize a variety of text forms and features and understand how they help communicate meaning (e.g., pictures give us information; title tells us what the paragraph is about)
Writing:
· Generating ideas about topics
· Write persuasive paragraphs where students will write their opinion and support it with ideas and details
· We use CUPS (Capitals, Understanding the sentence, Punctuation and Spelling) to help us write complete simple sentences
Words Activities to do at Home:
-Please review the words with your child (found in their agenda) using a variety of methods:
     -write the words in sentences
     -orally spell words outloud
     -look for the words in their nightly reading books 
     -write the words on cue cards and practice reading them (eventually you will have a pile of words)


	[image: ] Math Expectations:
In Patterning, students will continue to identify, describe, extend and create repeating patterns, growing patterns and shrinking patterns.

In Data Management, students will collect and organize data, display the data (using tally marks, charts, concrete graphs, pictographs, line plots, simple bar graphs and other graphic organizers), and read and describe data presented in the graph. They will:
· Organize objects into categories
· Gather data to answer a question in a simple survey
· Create different types of graphs with titles and labels on the horizontal axis
· Read the data presented in the graph using math language
· Compare different parts of the data (e.g., more students where absent in January than September)

	
[image: ]In our Structures and Mechanism Unit students will explore these big ideas:
· Movement is a change in position of an object
· Simple machines help objects to move
· Mechanisms are made up of one or more simple machines
· Simple machines and mechanisms make life easier and/or more enjoyable for humans
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