Grade 7 Interactions in the Environment Unit Vocabulary
Date: __________________________

Using the Nelson textbook glossary (Pg 407 -411) or a device (you will find the textbook more useful), find the definition of each of the following…
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]abiotic: elements of an ecosystem that are not and were never living. These are things that influence the living things such as rain, temperature, sunlight, elevation, changes in season, ground cover, etc


2. adaptation: the gradual change in the form and behaviour of organisms over time.


3. biological amplification: The increase of environmental toxins as you go up the food pyramid or increase the number of trophic levels. Sometimes called ‘biological magnification’.

4. biome: a large geographic area that has specific conditions which allow certain ecosystems to develop due to abiotic factors which influence it

5. biotic: all living things within an ecosystem this includes all plants, animals – including decomposers and all things that were once living or things produced by a living organism. 

6. carnivore: an organism that eats organisms that are not plants (other consumer organisms).

7. consumer: an organism that is not capable of photosynthesis (producing its own food). It gets its energy from other organisms.


8. decomposer: An organism that feeds off of other dead organisms and breaks down the organism into smaller bits.

9. ecosystem: all living (biotic) and non-living (abiotic) elements that interact in a given area.



10. food chain: a model that represents the flow of energy from one organism (producer) through a series of organisms that consume the previous one and end with a top consumer.


11. food web: a model that represents a number of interlinked ecosystems that naturally exist in a given area.


12. herbivore: an organism that only eats producers (usually plants).


13. organism: one individual kind of living thing.


14. population: the total number of one particular kind of organism that is living in a given area.


15. producer: an organism that can make its own food source (usually through photosynthesis).


16. succession: The natural change in the type of plants and animals that are able to live in a given area as the soils and other abiotic and biotic factors change over time. The growth of a forest after glaciation, forest fire or volcanic eruption.


