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Grade 8 History – Confederation End of Unit Quiz   /40 

Part 1: Definitions - Explain the meaning of each term in the context of 1800s Canada and Confederation.  
(9 marks). 

TERM 
Tories 

 
Clear Grits 

 
Confederation 

 
British North America 

 
Rep by Pop 

 
Emigrate 

 
Coalition 

 
Fenian 

 
Political Deadlock 

 

MEANING 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

PART 2 – Confederation Advantages and Disadvantages 
Explain at least one advantage and one disadvantage that Confederation might provide for each region (12 marks). 

Colony Confederation Advantages Confederation Disadvantages 

Canada  
East 

 
 

 
 
 

Canada  
West 

 
 
 

 

P.E.I.  
 

 
 
 

Nova Scotia  
 

 
 
 

New 
Brunswick 

 
 
 

 

Newfoundland  
 

 
 
 

  

 

 



PART 2: Government Structure (12 marks) 

 
 

 
Place the following terms on the 
Government of Canada flow chart, 
then provide a few words to 
explain the purpose or role of 
each.  

 
Prime Minister 
 
Cabinet 
 
The People of Canada 
 
House of Commons 
 
Queen or King of 
England 
 
Governor General 
 

PART 3 – Mapping (15 marks) 

Label 15 features on this pre-confederation map of Canada. One mark per feature (15 marks). 

Include as many political features (borders, colonies, cities) as you can. You can include (and get marks for) up to 6 geographical 

features (lakes, bodies of water, natural landmarks) that relate to what we have studied.  

 



PART 4 – Short answer (2 marks each) 

What was Confederation, and in what year did it occur?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Who was John A. Macdonald and what was his role in Confederation?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What resistance did John A. Macdonald encounter to his plan?   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why was the transcolonial railway constructed? Describe one challenges or setbacks faced in its construction.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BONUS QUESTION (1 marks max) 

 
Name (at least) one treaty made between an Indigenous community within the land we refer to as Canada and the British 

Crown. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Study Resources: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Expansion | Canada: The Story of Us, Full Episode 5 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XAxrNei0d4&t=1666s


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  


