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Dear Parent(s);
2025 has come and gone. December was a time for reflection & giving, baking & crafts and family & rest. We enjoyed Joy Day immensely. Thanks to parents for supporting our program. Joy Day was a marvellous success with classes rotating through 4 different classrooms and participating in various festive activities. Thank-you so much for your contributions, everyone!!!
IMPORTANT: ON MONDAY: Please send extra clothes and running shoes to stay at school as we need to update these items.
Upcoming Events: 
First Day Back – We look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday, January 5th at 9:15 am.

Pizza Days: Our first pizza day for those who preordered is Wednesday, January 7 and goes until the end of March. There will be a new preordering around that time so stay tuned!

Sub Day: for those who preordered is January 20th. Online ordering begins January 6-10. Don’t miss out!
January 16:  Last call for those interested in purchasing the book of the author that will be visiting our classroom on January 27th. Orders can be placed online through school cash online. Please watch for when online payment opens for the author visit.

P.A. Day – Friday, January 23rd. Please make alternate care plans for your child or if possible plan a special excursion with your child and let him/her help with the planning.

Reading:
We hope all the children enjoyed their Scholastic book that was gifted to them at Christmas! Please continue to read library books together and continue building your child’s personal library. Incentives for good behaviour could be making a family trip to Indigo’s Bookstore for a new book. Remember that just like adults, children need access to lots of different literature, otherwise it gets boring. Newspapers, comics, Ranger Rick or Owl magazines, poetry, maps, cereal boxes, travel brochures will give lots of diversity also.
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Every day we try to be outside for at least thirty minutes. Please be certain your child has labelled indoor shoes that fit to keep at school for the winter, labelled hat, mittens, coat, warm winter boots and snow pants. There have been some children not wearing snow pants each day. Also, try to send in warm mitts/gloves as the thin wool ones are not good at keeping little fingers warm!
Lost & Found:
We are already starting to see some unlabelled items of clothing piling up. Please teach your child to take care of his/her belongings. Labelling and independence is integral when there are so many children sharing the cubby area. Also, be sure your child has non-marking labelled Velcro running shoes at school all the time, so they do not have to sit out of Gym class. 
We will post some pics of the items on the blog and if anything looks familiar, please let us know so we can send it home. 
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The month of January will be a time of reassessing each child’s individual development thus far. In February, there will be a report called a Communication of Learning sent home for both Year 1 (JK) and Year 2 (SK) students. Please practice letter identification of both upper & lower case letters, verbalizing the sounds for each letter of the alphabet and ask your child to name a word for each letter. Practice rote counting and identify numbers up to thirty + as often as possible. Practice having your child sing the popcorn song independently and then begin to randomly identify popcorn words. (This will take time for our JKs but it is never too soon to start!) For those who already know their popcorn words, you can now start learning the Balloon Words and the Balloon 2 Words. We will also be assessing our SK’s phonemic awareness (rhyming, segmenting sounds in words, blending sounds in words, and kid writing). Thanks for your support. We are already excited by the gains some of our friends have already made.  Great job parents!!!
Home Reading:
We are very pleased with the home support most of the children are receiving with their B.E.A.R. Home Reading Program. Well done everyone!
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Friday, Feb. 13th  will be a fun day and will come-up quickly. Be sure to prepare early for this and start now. We will not be sending home students’ names. We are asking that children do not print friends’ names on valentine’s, but instead just have your child sign their name on 30 valentine’s. This way, no one gets left out and it is easy for us to get them delivered quickly. Starting now will set your child up for success. It takes a lot of effort for kindergarteners to sign their name 30 times. Thanks for your assistance with this. Don’t forget to wear Red/white/pink to show your spirit!! More info will be provided about our class party!
Report Cards – Kindergarten report cards will be sent home in February. Please sign and return the page 3 of your child’s report card as well as return the report card envelope. We will need it in June for the final report card.

Family Day – Monday, February 16h There will be no school on this day. Plan something fun with your family!
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Needed:

*as many empty Kleenex boxes as possible by Feb. 6th
*decorations for Valentine’s mailboxes (from Dollar Store)

*Valentine stickers/foam cut outs

*playdoh of red or pink 

Thank-you again for all of your thoughtfulness & generosity at Christmas. All of the children’s handwritten cards & gifts were very much appreciated. 
Thank-you for the donations that come in regularly for our craft centre. We are truly blessed to have such generous families and look forward to having more fun in the upcoming year!
The Kinder Team
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