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“Intelligence plus
character—that is the goal
of true education”
—Martin Luther King Jr.
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Briann Taylor-Varty

“Laughteris the
hilarious
declaration that
life is worth
living!"

~John Casey

I might be a
single pringle
but at least | got
acreditin
chemistry!

Always look both
ways and behind
you crossing the
street. especially
ata green light.

You have it all
‘within you

Pizzatoes,
Timothythick

Q

Kayleigh Mckechnie

Andrev Morgan

Jonna Reed:Serthame.

Nicholas Whitahovse:

Mrs. McKechnie,
stop being funny.
~John Casey

“Most intellects
do not believe in
God but they
fear us just the
same’

-Erykah Badu

I spent 113,880
hours of my life
forapaperand a
handshake...and
now 1 don't even
get thatt

“And | knew
exactly what to
do. Butinamuch
more real sense,
1had o idea
what to do*
-Michael Scott

Was released
from his four
year sentence.

.

Taslynn Mekinnon

Tyler Murray.

Hailoe Parkes.

Julia Wright

“Sometimes n lfe,
Youjust have to
acceptwhat's
coming toyou Like
the contestant who

gets the lesser
showcase on The

Price s Right"
“Brian Grifin

“Whenever Im
about to do
something, | think.
‘would an Idiot do
that?' And if they
would, | do not do
that thing”
-Dwight Schrute:

Hurricane
Katrina? More
like hurricane
tortilla

FRIENDS, season
4.episode 5,
minute 9:40

*You know what
they calla
Quarter Pounder
with cheese in
Paris? They call it
aRoyale with
Cheese*
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Congratulations to
Bernie Custis
Secondary School's
First Graduates

Well grads, that was a heck of a way to end your final year!

With commencement scheduled for October, you'll have to wait to cross
the stage, but we're proud of you all the same. Good luck with
everything that comes next! Thank you for lighting the way for the
generations of BCSS graduates who will follow you.

My high school
experience was
like a TV show.
The first three
seasons were
good. but the last

Teachers say
reach for the
stars but I'm

just trying to
reach for the

Dont let the
fear of the
future stop
you from living
in the present

EXIT! one was trash.
Shukei Abcluwaed Kauusa Ahmedt Tawhid Amed
AP L imneverlateto We know
So long, bye class; I'm just how the
bye. early for the story goes. )
next one:
LY )

Wiliam Armbrister Tabassum Bakht ShyBice

68
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“Beep Beep
Lettuce’

N

Bridgat Bird

o “Whenyoutake
tisks. you learn that.
there wilba times
when you succeed
andthere willbe
times when you fai,
and both are equally
important”

Ag “Ellen DeGeneres

Diana Buston

It's okay if you
don't like me.
Not everyone
has good taste.

Zachary Crawford

“Ricky, life isnt
about getting
drunkand
eating chicken
fingersall the.
time:

~Julian

Lifeislikea
sandwich: no
matter which
way you flip it
the bread
comes first
Make money
moves, kids

Karl Howard

~Max and Ruby

Large Steeped
Tea, Triple Triple
with milk. or
Take care.

Gianna Blacklock

I'm only 97
pounds of pale

/i skin and fragile
bones; sarcasm
is my only
defence.

Chios Catera

“Rivers know
this: There is no
hurry. We shall
get there
someday”
-Winnie The
Pooh <3

Abbi Ducharme

I really finessed
my way through
high school - he
he!

Salwa Haque
-
I started school
with straight A's,
now I'm not
even straight.

Tyler Joumeay

N

Madison Bull

Surprised |
actually made
itto
graduation!

Inever
watched

things happen
lalways made
them happen.

Now what do |
do?

I feel like high
schoolis super
suffocating, |
definitely
haven't reached.
my full power.

Be Gay
Do Crime

69
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CROSS COUNTRY - -

Cross country team was small but tight! The team spirit was amazing in
this group. The team worked hard even running with each other on
weekends. We had two runners advance to SOSSA!

Team Members: Mahmoud Eljasouma, Tami Kayode, Prabhjot Kumar,
Maddy Nadeau, Alexander Tanner, Jungwoo Yoon
Coaches: Mr. Eckart, Ms. Schmidt

F@@TIAE:L

Team Members: Autumn Atkinson,
Victoria Baker, Megan Biggs, Tiona
Brown, Aztecca Clarke, Emily Foster,
Shay-Lynn Franko, Karli Howard, Angel
Orgar, Darrah Seager, Trinity Wilson
Coach: Ms. Page

a1
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BCSS 1ction in the Pool

BOYS' WATER POLD

The boys' water polo team lost their first match
8-2 against Westdale. The team only won one
match in the regular season, a 3-1 win over Sir
Allan MacNab. The boys would lose their next
seven games. Unfortunately, our season came to
an end, after we lost 7-2 against Westdale. The
boys tried their best and put i their best effort
against strong opponents.

Top: Mr. Darby, Owain Thomas, Nathan Stone,
Avery Philip, Parker Barrett, Mr. Dumitru
Bottom: Mark Bell, Tim Hurst, MacKay Reid,
Mike Tinipac, Josh Temple

Not Pictured: Mr. Corey, Jack Carter, Kyle

Copland, Craig Padilla, Cameron Prosic,
Joshua Seager, Alex Tanner, Dylan Taylor,
Nikita Vanlammeren
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Team Members: Autumn Atkinson,
Brandon Atkinson, Kevin Benoska,
Joshua Brillinger, Aiden Campbell,
Collin Chevrier, Darek Dorey,
Jonathan Gunnell, Sammi Gwynn,
William Hart, Shyler Hincks, Clay
Hoeksema, Timmy Hurst, Brock
Martin, Skye-Marie, Mercer,
Cameron Rapley, James Speakman,
Trent Stone, Owain Thomas,
Jonathan Woodruff.

-

"Its abuut the passion, the love for the game.
[We stick together through thick and through

l”"





OPF/8835002-eYearbook11x85_778x1000-e26b514676d2e7066f2836257bc686cb_0.jpg
@IIJEJEE& S@@A@

Team Members: Pyper Willoughby, Miriam
Temeloin, Shy Bice, Maddie Bull, Ursula
Askey, Shania Williams, Nelssa Olsen,
Maddie Walsh, Shy Ore, Kenzie Wedman,
Alyssa Bobb, Kenna Marsh

Coach: Ms. Bucci
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YOUR BCSS TEACHERS & STAFF

)
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Led by Coaches Ms. Schmidt and Mr. Dumitru, our
positive and energetic group of girls
time. Our new players dist love for the tough
our veterans offered advice,
building, and encouragement to the ney
Although we didn't get to finish our season due to the
pandemic, with every
we improved our abilities. With a tough sport like

/ater polo, we held our own in both the deep and
cticing those skip shots

d swimming skills this summer so that next year we

game of water polo an

ctice we attended

Team Members: Trinity Wilson, Victoria Bakes
Nicole Moffatt, Jenna Reed-Silverthorne, Jaden
Fraser, Emily Bemister, Abby Cline, Adelle Senior,
Darrah Seggar, Hebah Ali, Maddy Nadeau
Teagyn Moffat, Autumn Atkinson, Irene Funes
Coaches: Mr. Dumitru & Ms. Schidt

o4 ||

’@t‘;\(u‘ R | Swim team was a small group but a hard working one! They swim length
\ U fter length, trying up with Darby! They learned a lot and some

Team Members: Alex Tanner, Mik
Coaches: Mr. Darby, Ms. Schmidt
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: CSS Tennis Team

Team Members: Autumn Atkinson, Tianna
Longboat, Kayla Strauss, Christine Vo
Coaches: Mr. Dumitru, Ms. Page
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The Berne Custis ootball Pogram had an incredible
yeat atning th first evr Athetics medalfor the
school as Championship iralits. 0n November 7
2019 the BCSS Tigers competed for the Chayka Bowl

i after beating MacNabin the ivison Sem-firas.

- Unfortunatel we lost to a very strong Dundas Valley

team but the season willahvays be emembered as an

Semor Boys Football

andon Atkinson, Mark el \ameer Bilal, Joseph Campbel
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Our First Annual
Terry Fox Run
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Tne Special Olympics

BOSS students proudly represented our school at the
Haniton Special Olympics competiion in February.

‘Team Members: lan Aleman, Mark Bell, Ryan Boyer, Richie
Courchesne, Ali Curt, Parker Emerson, Chris Goulbourne,
Michael Kuiper, Eric Mclntyre, Leanna Say-Cutler, Rebecca
Takals, Josh Van Wanrooy, Dylan Walker, Ambér Wood

“Letmevin,
ButFlcatinotvin,

lecmebe] brave“l&mpu

Ali Curri

Special Olympic Athlete of the Year

Aliis a remarkable student at BCSS who
demonstrates strong leadership and collzborative
skils. His empathy and understanding of others s &
rare qualty and something few students possess. He
is always keen to support his peers i the classroom
and on the playing fied

Aliis an incredible Special Olympics atiete who
has made many great rends at High School through
the Special Olympics Unified Sports Programs. He is
r— an outstanding athiete who has earned multiple
medals over the past 5 years at the High School
Special Olympios Provincial Championships
throughout the province, in Bocce and Soccer.

A enthusiasm and positive attude is inectious,
e brings the best out of himself, his teammates and
the other team when he competes. These successes
on and offthe ield is why Al eamed the Special
Olympics Ontario School Athlete of the year for 201,
Conggatulation All.
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RUM HAND
SANITIZER

28

The coranavius pandemic s shr-
ing down industalscty s
emparariy slashing i polution
levels round the word,stelte
imagery fom the European Spice
Agency shows

(One expertsad the sudden i
epresented th “largest scsle

xeriment ever”in erms of the
Tectcton of ncustial emissians.

Readings from ES85 Sentinel 5P
sateliteshow that over the past s
week,lvels of nitrogen dionide.
(N2 over citesand ndustral
clustors n At and Europe were
markediy lower than i thesame
perad st e

Stares around the Us. and theglobe are taing avtra
s 1 helpprotect he elerly popuation whih s
Conidared e moe vinerabla 1 the nove corana.
it

i eforts come as President Donald Trum urgec
3l lder American to tay home during 3 et of
Suceping el nes on Monday.

Stors throughautthe states announced plars o

Gedcate he Tk hour of cach Shappins. o 10 senior
o Tusisy.
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Construction paper hsrts ondoors,sainied hearts on windows, cven huge hearts and
messages creaed by It uindows, have shown hape and soldariy duringlocksowns] On
March 20, T Marrct Fallsview Hote, in Oneric,Canads,  up 15 o s rooms, in he
shape of  hear. The dea quicly caught on an by Suncay ight, he kyline was iled

Withhearts! The images were shared an saclal mecla and seen around the workd

H D P P‘ N G H O U R A popula chidren’s boak, “We're Going o a Bear Hunt,
inshird communiies tocrest teddy bear scavenge hurts
afterthe ntalrun on rocery tresanc basie supplis ke et paperand cleanig s, forfamilies. People putteddy bears snd ather tufed amimals
rocery and g boxstores n manylcadonsnsuted specal shopping hoursforsenr ctaens. l i thesr windous Familes could then walk o dive around
Byoperingstoresa coupeof hours cary severaldars  week, the conitons wereimproved for | ans fin 3 of the tufed oys. Tis was another create
senors. Theywereable 0 s1pia e morings, when éhelws werestocked thebestandiey | sampl ofreighbsorhoods and commonities fincing ways to

wereabetodothiswihout arg rowds. Tnevius was nown o stkedderpopultions i, fl o togeter and it during  ime of social dstancing.
3 being bl mshop e tis esed ears and ept tremsafe.

e type of masks that doctars and nurse masks had frmace flers o vacuum bags
need, 105 masks, wera not readly aalable in them 1o provice some pratectionfor
Curing the Covid 19 pandemic. Volanteers  healthcare workersand it responcers,

scwed masks using abrc an clastc om
ther o supples, donated by stores ke
Joann Fabeics,or shared by porch ickup
from commuity members, The homemade

SIDEWALK CHALK NOTES

Nelghborsalove the US e leaing gt some freshar. The drowings
packages of sdewalk chalk on ‘el positve words re sharing hop,
doorstepsand peopleare writingand  creatingartand bringing smiles.

drawing on dveways and sidenalcs,
Peaple wno ar fallowing stay-

heme and soca distancing s are

being encouraged by th chak rotes &

seen while they take walks to get out e e g
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3CSS BASKETBALL

A FORCE TD BE RECKONED WITH

Senior Girls
Division 2 Champions

‘Team Members: Tabassum Bakht, Tiona Brown, Aztecca
Clarke, Dania Elimam, Madison Emsley, Karli Howard,
Diana Lewis, Lyla MeNeil Rogers, Melissa Mendez,
Skye-Marie Mercer, Samantha Murray, Haidyn 0'Boyle,
Ayan Osman, Isabella Thompson, Alexis Vanderburgh
Coaches: Lincoln Cole, Rick Bakshi, Ms. Orban, Mrs.
Micallef

Junior Girls
Division 2 Finalists

‘Team Members: Autumn Atkinson, Chloe Brown,
Nubeah Clarke, Kiara Guppy, Khairiya Haji, Rawhiya Haji,
Selmah Mohamed Aden, Reily Mullins, Rasaki Rasaki,
Mirela Sopa, Salaamat Toure, KK White

Coaches: Jordan Longboat, Ms. Page

Junior Boys
Champions in the Making

‘Team Members: Clayton Buck, Brett Buckland, Cecil
Butler, Joseph Campbell, Kaiden Firth, Mya Htoo, Owen
Jacobs, Tee K'Paw, Kefte Kibrom, Kadian Lecky, Dejuan
McGillicuddy, Riley Morrison, Htah Nay, Clayton Porter,
KuWah Saw

Coaches: Rick Bakshi, Lincoln Cole, Chad Gibbs, Mr.
McPherson, Ms. Palmieri
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ior Boys

Wow! I must say over the years afhaskelball Thave never
coached a team that has shocked this many people.

\\)p

This shock or surprise to peaple didr't come with ease or
by luck. The guys on this BCSS basketball team worked
their butts off - both on and off the court - despite any
issues going on in their own lives. These are guys that
woke up at 6am to practice or run killers, guys that had to
turn it around in the classroom before they stepped on
the court. These are guys that for the first time playing
together, will be trying to go for the D1 city basketball
[

Through hard work and team bonding we did just that.
‘The BCSS senior boys’ basketball team defeated
back-to-back champions Saltfleet 39 36 to capture the
City D1 basketball championship. The game was viewed
by hundreds of people on the news, shocking many and
gaining more hype and respect for the team.

But the boys weren't finished: winning the D1
Championship qualified the team for SOSSA. They
travelled to Welland to showcase their hard work and

dedication to basketball. We needed to play and win two
‘games on the same day to capture the S0SSA gold and
move anto OFSAA.

Once again, the guys came out to play. In the first game
they beat Governor Simcoe 59 -37, showcasing their
alley-aop passes and dunks. BCSS then went on to defeat
Blessed Trinity 62-49 and win the SOS5A gold, qualifying
them for OFSAA. At this point we were the only team to
represent our city at the final basketball showdown.
Being ranked the 11th best team in the province we had
to face the number 1 ranked team in Ontario Pineridge.
We ended up losing but once again shocked everyone
with how we stuck in the game and competed.

Making it to OFSAA for basketball is an experience we will
never forget, I the end a City D1 Gold, SOSSA D1 GOLD,
an overall record of 19-7, and representing Hamilton at
the AAA OFSAA Basketball Tournament. I must say | am
very proud and thankful that these memories. Great job

suys!

Head Coach Lincoln Cole

o & e
i

L R —
Kevin Tang, Ethan Wachznuik

Coaches: Lincoln Cole, Rick Bakshi,Jordan Longboat,
Chad McPherson, Mr. Waserman

‘Team Members: Mohamed Abdalla, Muhamet Ader,
Brandon Atkinson, Zachary Chaddock, Cyris Gentles,
Christian Granger Fernandes, Nathan Granger
Fernandes, Ermir Haziri, Draven Jones, Shaafice
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Mr. McQuegstion, Ms. Renner and a group of
art students from Befnie Custis went on a trip
to the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts in
March. They spent the day trying dance,

drama, animation, music, and printmaking!
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SUSSY HIESURU]USHUW

Agroup of alitomotive students at Befnie
Custis went fo the Metro Toronto
Convention Centre for the Auto Show in
February. The Bernie Custis staff and
students spent the day seeing lots of great
cars:
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Jlhanke te the
LCSS Slege Crand

X S The 2019-2020 Crew

Tawhid Ahmed
Nyah Hincks
Ker Paw Lay

Phung Le

Cameron Prosic

Austin Stewart
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The Art Department s extremely proud of our BCSS
arists. Throughout the year wonderful artworks were
created, displayed and enjoyed in mulple settings. Our
exhibits featured a wide range of masks, sculptures,
photographs, drawings, paintings and ilustrations which
spoke to our school community during such times as the
pep raly, open houses, tour days, Black History Month,
special occasions and festiviies. Our arists were also
fortunate to be participants in special programming
workshops at the At Galery of Hamilton.  As we socially
distanced during the Covid lockdown, BCSS artists
continued to creatively reflect upon this unprecedented
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“HISTORY @Mﬂl

The BCSS History Club gets a blast from the past! We organize and coordinate school events such
as Veteran's Day, the Poppy Drive, and the Remembrance Day assemblies. We also write holiday
cards for active servicemen and women, and we celebrated all of our hard work with a fun pizza

g REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019

IS GIE P
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WHO IS BERNIE CUSTIS?

Our school was named after Bernie Custis,
the first black quarterback in professional
football. He played for the Hamilton
Tiger-Cats in 1951-54. He then played for
the Ottawa Rough Riders from 1955-1956.
He also was a Grey Cup champion, a teacher
and principal in the former Wentworth
County Board of Education. Bernie was
inducted into the Canadian Football Hall of
Fame in 1998. In 2017 Bernie Custis passed
away at the age of 88, He was a leader in
breaking down racial barriers. As the first
black quarterback in history, Bernie Custis
has allowed generations of young people to
realize their dreams.

AWARDS & HONOURS

All-Star Coach
IR, Tk, AICKI]

OUAA Coach of the Year
1982-1984

Frank Tidall Trophy
CIAU Coach of the Year
1982

Grey Cup Champion
1953
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A NEW START

Bernie Custis
School Opening
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A Message from our Principals

Hello Bernie Custis Tigers!

It is with the greatest pride that we reflect on this 2019-2020 school
year and student body. We made history by creating a new school
together - the first new secondary school in Hamilton Wentworth
District School Board in 25 years. Together we created and brought
to life our BCSS Culture Code, we developed new routines and
established new traditions, and through innovation, inclusivity and
positive relationships we became a BCSS family.

We offered courses based on your choices and interests such as
‘mindfulness, aquatics, robotics, fashion, and sports focus courses.
W started clubs and teams that you asked for such as waterpolo,
hockey, cheer team, robotics, and book club. Through the leadership
of Student Council and Black Youth Council, Music Council and
Positive Space, we held many successful events such as the Snow
Ball Semi-formal dance, the Black Excellence dance, Coffee House,
Beards and Boas, spirit weeks, and our holiday assembly:

Together we celebrated victories in athletics with successful
seasons for Sr. Bays football, Junior Boys volleyball, Sr. Girls
basketball, Sr. Girls volleyball, and our Sr. Boys basketball team
taking us all the way to OFSAA. These student athletes represent
the pride and passion of Bernie Custis.

We learned that together we could overcome any adversity as we
were challenged throughout the year with employee group
sanctions, hold and secures, and a global pandemic. This staff and
student community continually demonstrate that they are proud of
their school and when things got challenging, they bonded together
with grit and dignity and supported each other.

We are proud to be your administration team and we look forward
to continuing to build our school community together through
leadership and learning.

Sincerely, your administrative team,
Angela Ferguson

Brian Goodram
Sonya Sykes
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Presidents

Zoe Neudorf
Tawhid Ahmed
Cameron Prosic

Vice-Presidents
Abigail Martin
Sanzid Chowdhury

Secretaries
Hailee Macleod
Bianca Hurst

Treasurers
Leena Aung
Janet Babalola

Media Design Coordinator
Sydney McGragh

Grade 12 Representatives
Chelsea Opperman
Andleeb Bahatti

Grade 11 Representatives
Kayla Sheppard
Jaden Fraser

Grade 10 Representatives
Mohiil Imran
Salaamat Toure

Grade 9 Representatives
Nyah Hincks
Phung Le

Members-at-Large
Rebecca Tran
Janna Ramage

Tanhir Chowdhury
Kieron Walters
Austin Stewart
Madison Smith
Irene Funes

Ker Paw Lay
Lyana Sadcoy
Leonita Namani
Wala Ben Amara
Ev Barber

Hayatt Al-Salloum
Melissa Lovo
Hebah Ali

Anya Samuel
Shannon-Lee Lindstead
Andrew Morgan
Tyler Murray
James Speakman
James Kemp
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Showing our
school spirit as
a united front!






OPF/8835002-eYearbook11x85_778x1000-f8755cf3b8a1e3d520770b2d1d179fb9_0.jpg
Native Youth Advancement With Education Hamilton

Mino Biimadziwin: The Good Life
Taking care of yourself physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually is living in balance.
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BERNIE CUSTIS

SECONDARY
SCHOOL

2019-2020

OUR WEIRD & WILD
FIRST YEAR





