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Welcome to kindergarten at Tapleytown Public School. We look forward to an exciting year of new experiences and fun!
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During the first years of life, children form attitudes about themselves, others, learning, and the environment. These attitudes last a lifetime, so we work very hard to find ways to help children develop positive attitudes.

Educating a child is most successful when families and schools work together in the child's best interest. We welcome your input and assistance in educating your child; you are your child’s first teacher! Valuing education and the opportunities it provides are important first steps. We hope you will find time to participate in some of our school activities. We always welcome parents to help in our classroom and many other capacities.[image: ]
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The goal of our program is to meet your child's needs intellectually, physically, socially, and emotionally.  School is an exciting place where children meet new and different people and participate in various experiences. We promise to work diligently to provide your children with wonderful experiences that will help them to feel good about themselves and their school.
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While at school, your child’s teachers will be Mrs. Welsh and Mrs. Muir. Together we form a team working to provide your child with the support required to be successful in kindergarten.

HOME/SCHOOL COMMUNICATION[image: ]
Each month, a calendar will be shared outlining holidays, announcements, and special activities.  Our monthly newsletter and other notes and reminders will be available on our classroom website.  This will be the only paper copy of a newsletter you will receive this school year, as we will post information daily on our classroom blog.  You are encouraged to check the blog daily.  Blog Address: jkskdtapleytown.commons.hwdsb.on.ca
 
DROP OFF/PICK UP[image: ]
All Kindergarten children will meet in the Kindergarten Playground Area in the morning and enter the school with their teacher. Students who arrive after the first bell at 9:15 a.m. must be signed in at the office to get a late slip. As hard as it may be to watch your little one go off to school, all parents must say goodbye from outside of the Kindergarten Playground Area. Allowing your child to enter and exit the school without your assistance will help promote independence in routines, dressing and undressing. At the end of the day, students will be sent home on the bus, dismissed from the Kindergarten Playground Area, or sent to the After Care program.
If there are changes to your child’s home routine (i.e., someone different is picking your child up or your child is not riding the bus), you MUST send a note with your child to let us know or call the office at 905-662-2297. We cannot stress enough how important it is for you to let us know who is picking your child up from school and if there are changes in the routine. 

NUTRITION BREAKS[image: ]
There are 2 nutrition breaks each day. We focus on healthy food choices during the first nutrition break. Reusable, spill-proof water bottles are encouraged. We are a NUT SAFE school, so please do not send any products containing nuts or traces of nuts in your child’s lunch. This is a matter of life and death for some children, so your cooperation is essential.
CLOTHING
Please dress your child in comfortable clothes. Running shoes must be worn for gym and outdoor play. Please check your monthly calendar for gym days. We kindly ask that your child’s shoes be Velcro/slip-on until he/she learns to tie laces. Loose shoelaces are a safety hazard. Please send a complete change of clothing (socks, underwear, pants, and shirt) in a LABELLED Ziploc bag to be left at school. Labelling ALL personal belongings (e.g., backpack, lunch bag, containers, shoes, and especially winter items such as hats, mittens, and scarves) helps us return misplaced items.[image: ]
Check out Mabel’s Labels at https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/ to support our Tapleytown fundraising project.


REQUESTED SCHOOL SUPPLIES (not necessary, but appreciated)

2 containers of play-doh			Baby wipes				Erasers
A box of Kleenex                                 1 box of large ziplock bag		Pencils
A large glue stick                                 Crayola markers 
 
Also greatly appreciated throughout the year are dollar store craft supplies: pompoms, pipe cleaners, foam shapes, feathers, coloured popsicle sticks, stickers, etc. The students use so many of these in their daily creations that keeping the items in supply can be difficult.
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IMPORTANT BAG
Please look in your child's Important Bag every night for permission forms, classroom work, etc.  Please use this bag to return items to the school.  We will check the Important Bags every morning.  
  
HOMEWORK[image: ]
We recommend that you read to your child every night.  Spending quality time with your child promoting literacy and oral communication will help your child develop as a learner.  We will have a Snuggle Up and Read program up and running soon where your child can borrow “Just Right” books to read to you.
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LIBRARY
Your child will visit the school library on Day 2 and 3 with Mr. Abid. Please check your monthly calendar for library days. Books checked out the previous week must be returned to take out a new book.
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GYM
Your child will have gym on Day 1 and Day 3 with Mr. Abid. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call the school at 905-692-5435.  Or you can email us at jlwelsh@hwdsb.on.ca or mmuir@hwdsb.on.ca
We look forward to working with you and you and your child to make an enjoyable and memorable school year!
 
Mrs. Welsh and Mrs. Muir
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